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ADVOCATE OF PEACE 



February 



certain lines indicated by him, would not be deemed hostile 
to its intent or compel him to act disapprovingly. 

On February 9 petitioners representing organizations 
claiming 50,000,000 adherents appeared in Washington and 
formally laid before the President (through his secretary) 
and before the leaders of the two main factions in the Sen- 
ate a new appeal for quick action on the treaty along lines 
of compromise on reservation's in dispute, which compro- 
mise, they said, had been made easier by the President's 
latest letter to Senator Hitchcock. 



THE PAN-AMERICAN FINANCIAL 
CONGRESS 

The second Pan-American Financial Congress, which met 
in Washington January 19-24, and to which we made formal 
reference in the January issue, just before it adjourned, 
issued a series of recommendations to the lawmaking bodies 
of the several nations represented. Bolivia, Brazil, and 
Venezuela withheld assent to certain of the suggestions. 
The Congress's recommendations were as follows: 

That the name of the International High Commission be 
changed to "The Inter-American High Commission," the 
better to indicate its constituency and sphere of work. 

That the report of the transportation committee, recom- 
mending increased freight and passenger ocean service to 
South America, be transmitted to the United States Ship- 
ping Board for consideration and action. 

That the recommendations dealing with railroad trans- 
portation, postal and telegraph facilities be sent to the Inter- 
American High Commission for action. 

That the legislation of certain States of this country be 
so modified as to permit operation of branches of Latin- 
American banks within their jurisdiction under proper regu- 
lation, so as to secure equality of treatment. 

That the Inter-American High Commission study possi- 
bility of securing uniformity and equality of treatment in 
laws regulating foreign corporations in Latin America. 

That there be developed increased use of acceptances for 
the purpose of financial transactions involving import and 
export of goods. The hope is expressed that the United 
States will offer a widening market for long-time Latin- 
American securities. 

That the Inter-American High Commission be asked to 
further establishment of an international gold fund, which 
plan already has been adopted by several South American 
republics. 

That the Inter-American High Commission bring to the 
notice of the American governments the desirability of 
adopting a uniform law on the subject of checks. 

That the Inter-American High Commission be asked to 
study the best method of avoiding simultaneous double taxa- 
tion of individuals and corporations in Latin-American 
countries. 

That the American countries which have not done so 
ratify the convention adopted by the International American 
Congress at Buenos Aires in 1910 for establishment of an 
international bureau at Havana for Registration of trade- 
marks. 

That American countries which have not done so ratify 
the convention adopted at Buenos Aires in 1910 concerning 
patents and copyrights. 

That the Webb law be amended to permit American com- 
panies importing or dealing in raw materials produced 
abroad to form, under proper government regulations, or- 
ganizations enabling such companies to compete on terms of 
equality with companies of other countries associated for 
the conduct of such business. 

That the commercial attache 1 system be extended, with 
appropriate training for all branches of the foreign service, 
as a means of developing commercial relations. 

That a simultaneous census be taken by all American 



countries at least every 10 years, observing uniformity of 
statistics. 

That the metric system of weights and measures be uni- 
versally employed, and until such time as that is done arti- 
cles marked by the standards used in the United States also 
be marked according to the metric system. 

That the plan of arbitration of commercial disputes in 
effect between the Boise de Commercio of Buenos Aires and 
the Chamber of Commerce of the United States be adopted 
by all the American countries. 

That the Inter-American High Commission be asked to 
study the creation of an inter-American tribunal for the 
adjustment of questions of a commercial or financial nature 
involving two or more American countries and the determi- 
nation of such questions by law and equity. 

That the importation of raw materials into any country 
shall not be prevented by prohibitive duties. 

That the banking interests of the United States study the 
possibility of financial relief to Europe by repaying Latin- 
American obligations held in Europe by means of new loans 
granted in the United States to the respective Latin-Amer- 
ican countries. 



RUSSIA AND THE POWERS 
Blockade Partially Lifted— United States 
Withdraws Troops 

On January 16th the Supreme Council, in Paris, issued the 
following official communique: 

"With the view to remedy the unhappy situation of the 
people of the interior of Russia now deprived of all manu- 
factured products, the Supreme Council, after taking note 
of a commission appointed to consider the reopening of cer- 
tain trading relations with the Russian people, has decided 
that it would permit the exchange of goods on the basis of 
reciprocity between the Russian people and allied and neu- 
tral countries. 

"For this purpose it has decided to give facilities to Rus- 
sian co-operative organizations which are in direct touch 
with the people of Russia, so that they may arrange for the 
importation of clothing, medicine, agricultural machinery, 
and other necessaries of which the Russian people are in 
sore need, to exchange for grain, flax, etc., of which the 
Russian people have surplus supplies. 

"These arrangements imply no change in the policy of the 
allied governments toward the Soviet Government." 

THE UNITED STATES TO LEAVE SIBERIA 

Supplementing previous correspondence, covering a period 
of many months, and indicating on both sides considerable 
uncertainty as to what the attitude of Japan and of the 
United States should be, either acting singly or jointly in 
eastern Siberia, the United States announced, January 16, 
that a communication had been sent to Japan in response 
to one laid before the Washington Government, December 8, 
by Japan's Ambassador. Comparison of views finally led up 
to a decision to withdraw the American troops from eastern 
Siberia, where relations between the Japanese and the Amer- 
ican authorities, including the railway commission, have 
been at times quite strained. The letter added : 

"It will be recalled that the purpose of the expedition, as 
originally conceived by the United States, and expressed in 
an aide memoire, handed to the Japanese Ambassador at 
Washington, July 17, 1918, were, first, to help the Czecho- 
slovak troops, which had, during their retirement along the 
Siberian Railway, been attacked by the Bolsheviki and 
enemy prisoners of war in Siberia, to consolidate their forces 
and effect their repatriation by way of Vladivostok; and, 
second, to steady any effort at self-government or self-de- 
fense in which the Russians themselves might be willing to 
accept assistance. 



